


Harold Welsberg 

Rt. 12, Frederick, Hd. 21701 

7/5/76 

Mr. Harry Waohtel 

211 Central p ark Vest, Apt. 9F 

New York, N,Y. 

Dear Mr. Waohtel, 

Peter Honeroamp lost my address and wrote me through Jim Leaar. Peter 
ypur address so I could write you directly if I want i j Ud * d 

»l,h King." B*. 1. Lt PTnoS^, .,itTLr.T^"l *•*“* 

Some months ago Jim told me of his meeting with you and his impression that 
you appeared to have some uneasiness about me, perhaps my motives 1 imri +« . « 

you might care to make and will help you with as 7S£. 

1 rt diraot, «®U©lt, toy .0 ©a rtfortativ. tortir©^ !S* 

Ei w"JV£* f “»*to w fan© that I rt ©ter SS 

^7 a record for accuracy in fact and in forecast of which I am not ashamed 
^ h ®^_^ perhaps y° u toow Riohard Gallon, who is a lawyer. He lives at* 

L ^n'tJu SrthX^fthl if 3t tW ° ****■ t0 NeW Yoric 1 ^ayed with him.^ think 

. V" 11 tlX y ° u ® la * 1x1 authentic sense of the word I am the most tt conservativeWm«n 

e has ever met. He was talking about moving his office. His phone there was 755-1713. 

„ . *1™*™ iB .7° "** the inetitutions of our society work, my means are to use 

them to this aid, with one method exposure of wrongdoing and malfunction. I have uub- 

Tf 7 ^ 1UOn W0Xda on aaeZinafions 3STSSS* JSS& 

a single complaint from a single person who claimed unfair treatment or factual iXtL 
curacy. Percy Foreman is one of my endorsements* after he read Frame-Uo he 

“ 8 •"*"« *» confront^ .SSTjpjL 

vith Arthur Hanes, Sr* When Foreman did learn, from the make-up man who had made me^ 
up for other confrontations of this kind. Foreman fled* literally* When 
my two conditions for continuing with tte show ware mei, tto^fX af Xp^^ST 
camera for Foreman and the station aids announce his departure. The tapeshows this. 

« j 1 * W interest you to know that Hanes admitted he would not get another penny 

SXSoh ^ ** T 3 d9] 4 vered t0 a lfaited States jail and that he^ersuaded IteTto 
abandon his announced appeal from the extradition. The extradition was illegal.) 

My ambition is to leave as full and accurate an archive as I can. Aside from 
what my own work, including personal investigations, have yielded I have what is per- 
haps the largest private collection of FBI and CIA records there is. In recent yearn 

mo^rXLSr T *„"* f0UndSti011 8UPP0rt «“* C0Uld « SSSSZ d 

Xrwo P r CtlVQ * 6arUer 7ears thera waa t0 ° “ uoh Prejudice against the subject and 

My hope is to be able to continue developing and maiH Wf > available iih.t t 
to notify what Crt b© rectified ©ad to ©fS* “IS 

pos.iuriftlil?©?^* 1 ^ ”* 0n< ’ *“ " Moh * “lution dooa aot ©•©. rt- 

possible is that of Pr# Mug* The evidence, especially the official ml a an a a 

CL^df^f ^\yj iT3d *• DelSt. wteftpSrS^S ^ 0t 

im Lesar did almost all the legal work, I did all the investigating and togetterwe 

f°^ evidentiary hearing beginning prior to the habeas corpus petition, for 
which I also did the investigating. I evolved one of our approaches to effectiveness of 
thJf^d add ressing Percy Foreman's effectiveness in terms of the evidence. I developed 
s t t “ ^ Presented that amounts to a total exculpation on the allegatioX of^he 
+ the bearing. The transcripts will show that in no single case did 

the State even try to rebut. The FBI was silent when I proved its pa^u^u^he 






all-important ballistics evidence, the only pretended direct link between Ray and the 
cilme. More, Jim and I have forced the early retirements of this and three other key 
FBI agents whose work was pivotal in the JFK and King assassinations. 

My interest in Ray is as it would be with a Miranda, in justice. My belief is that 
in obtaining a trial for him we will make justice work and can force the first official 
effort to solve the monstrous crime. While there has been virtually no compliance to 
date with our C.A. 75-1996, for the suppressed FBI evidence in the King assassination 
and the relevant Departmental records, the yield to date is conclusive* there never was 
any real Investigation and there was a deliberate framing and cover-up. We have been 
buildi n g a record with care and patience. Last Thursday, without a reporter present, the 
judge issued what 1 believe is an unprecedented denunciation of the FBI and specifically 
charged it with covering up what it had to hide. Jim and I agreed to say nothingnto the 
press until after the order is entered. (You may find an evaluation of both of us in 
our eschewing what from my own reporting background I believe would have made a page- 
one story.) 

Going along with this I have been working on a new book on the K jng assassination, 
not on Ray, The draft is completed, except for one part of one chapter, up to the evidenoe 
we seek by suit. T})e book begins with proof that Hoover, through his Cointelpro operations, 
was directly response for Dr. King's presence in Memphis to be killed there. What led to 
■ y wwajg B rt s wttstri isdjdis the proof is my analysis of the con job Adams did on the U hurch 
committee last November. After I developed the initial proof I Interested Les Payne and 
Newsday . Les developed further proofs. He is a fine reporter and a fine we continue 

to work together. As a black man he has been able to talk to blacks who would not speak 
to me. He knows all those I want to interview on tape. We discussed this most recently 
just before Jim received Peter's letter. My reasons for wanting Les in on these inter- 
views are not because he is black or beoause he is a prized and respected friend or be- 
cause he knows those I want to interview. It is because when the time comes for the 
results of those interviews to appear in the papers I want Les to write the stories. 

He now knows more about the subject than any other reporter And is scrupulously honest. 

In these interviews my purposes will be to develop evidence the nature of whioh 
I do not n want to Indicate in advance in order to avoid confabulation. If you desire 1 
will explain this further. At the end of each interview I will surrender the tape or 
destroy it if the interviewee is not satisfied. 

Ab I remember those I'll want to interview include people with Dr. King, includ- 
ing some from Memphis and at least two members of the press, Earl Caldwell and Ms. Jose- 
phine Colfield. 

Recently I have hoard reports of requests made of Jimmy Carter to recommend a new 
investigation. I understand that those seeking this include the father, tho widow and 
Congressman Young. If anything comas of this effort Buocess in the end will require more 
than the FBI will part with voluntarily and quite likely what it does not even have. It 
will also require that there be no control on or influence over the investigation by 
those who are involved in the case in the past, with the possible exception of Ramsey 
Clark, who did not respond to my letters after he left the government. If this belief 
requires explanation, I will take the time for it. 

What 1 am suing for la the essential evidence of the crime insofar as the govern- 
ment has it. This includes everything from the Cointelpro Memphis operation to tho scien- 
tific tests. This effort can be helped by lawyers helping Jim, who is overloaded and like 
me, of insignificant income. He is his own typist.lt can also be helpAd by other efforts 
wo plan ranging from obtaining the records of the spook interest in my work and me to 
claims for damages from it and this stonewalling. The records I have already obtained 
reflect a CIA interest in my book on the King assassination. Having established this we 
filed an FOIA request with the CIA asking for all it has relevant to the &ing assassina- 
tion, CIA records I did not obtain from it make errors and use language faithfully dupli- 



'V 



oated by tie state during 

fr-ss ^^^SsSss^rs^ss. 

SU f lfSaSrtl“Sia 5TL diatibguiebed fro. Hoover'. mdeo-at treat«at of 

te ' ^‘a. certain X .now b» tie .rime «. *£ 
dition by whom hut lacto proof ltcan w * a a contract job involving an or- 

£5 oSS.™t“? m evidence I Have i. defeated. oo^bg inde- 
pendently from different sources. 

Xicdallf "oTtM! d^t". contrary public etat„.nt. 

^ ZZL. ~ ci tie ccc^ed -i ^ 
responsibility heavy presage aione will caus 0QQ Jg via Kelley, 

sure we responsibly can. I ^ve . f ^ the j^go that will include a motion to 
who has been silent. We “^ 0 J ^ JJ the former law clerk of the judge who 

S&i’Si’S e^tSr S«S,H. a»b»» >»= l»t in be bnoen that be erpecte to 

Utiee Xa. in Hcpbi. in a «JU - ^ „ , acccos „ ^ ^.d. Tbe 

If there are problems I JfUeve t P ^ contesting to my age and 

bSir»r?f o^tS’lLItatione inpoee on t»o men in tbe condition in ebicb 
^im and X must work. . . 

X am a pretty vlgoroue 65. I began ^ jj* .r^rmanent. 

October a severe phlebitis condition wa^ ^ choice I mow my own grass. I walk 

L^issr Jriiss « *• ’> ; “ s “ rsf - 1 do ”* fe ° i “ * toush 1 - ai °' rt 

* " H « riTT:; to entioipnte .bat you Mgbt .ent to bbo». 

If you have any questions, please ask them. 

^ .. ~ in n-ffered in the future, I will continue 

Whether or not any help of any kin . f is -joined by those who 

this work, it does^i however, have a better prospect if it is jomea y 

would be their brothers* keepers. 

T^xua-h id*? nVlflflo 



Harold Weisberg 



cci Jim Lesar,Peter Honerkamp 



